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forcements were dispatched, the town would fall, Abu'1-Faid at once
summoned the tribesmen of the Andijan, Samarqand, Khojend, Tashkend
and other districts to send assistance, and appealed to Ilbars, the Khan
of Khwarizm,1 to do likewise. He also requested the Qaraqalpaqs and
Qazaqs to send men.
When he deemed his forces to be sufficiently strong, Abu'1-Faid left
his capital and succeeded in penetrating the Persian lines round Qarshi
and entering the town. A few days later the Bukharan army emerged
to give battle.
Seeing that his men were alarmed, Rida Quli summoned his commanders
to a council (ktngasK), and said : " For a few to fight so many is far from
wise ; let us return to Balkh." Tahmasp Khan thereupon pointed
out that if they retreated, the Ozbegs would pursue and inflict serious
losses on them ; if Nadir were there, he said, he would attack, despite
the heavy odds. The prince acted upon Tahmasp Khan's advice as soon
as his cannon arrived from the Oxus, but it was Tahmasp Khan and not the
prince who directed the operations, because Nadir had ordered that the
former was to have supreme authority in military matters.*
The battle went at first in favour of the Ozbegs, but the Persians,
though driven back, did not lose heart. When, at length, their cannon
came into play and caused much havoc in the enemy ranks, the tide
turned. Adina Beg, the leader of the Aq Yalan tribesmen and chief of
Khojend and Tashkend, was killed, together with many other men of note,
and the whole Ozbeg army was forced back to Qarshi, the siege of which
was resumed.8 Leaving sufficient men to keep Qarshi closely invested,
Rida Quli, Tahmasp Khan and Baba Khan Chaushlu marched to the
neighbouring fortress of Shulluk,4 which fell after a siege lasting over a
month. During this siege the Persians sustained a serious loss when an
Ozbeg marksman killed Baba Khan Chaushlu.5
In the meantime, Ilbars of Khwarizm, who had come somewhat tardily
to Abu'l-Faid's assistance, had reached the outskirts of Bukhara, but found
that the King had already left for Qarshi, The treacherous chief then
conceived the idea of seizing Bukhara for himself, in Abu'l-Faid's absence.
1 Ilbars (or Yolbars, as he was sometimes called) Khan Qazaq, like Abu'1-Faid, claimed descent
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4 The rains of the ancient town of Nakhshab surround the Mil named ShuUufc-tappa, two and
a half farsakks from Qarshi. which, as Barthold has shown in his Tvrkistan, p. 136, derives
its name from a palace (qarshi in Mongol or Uighur means " palace ") that the Chaghatai
Khan Kabak built there in the XlVth century, a.d.
* K.N., pp. 235 and 236;  T.N,, p. 184.
from Chingiz Khan; he, as will be seen below, was vain, ambitions and treacherous.
• K.X., p. 226.
' Ibid., p. 225-232.   Mirza Mahdi also mentions this battle (T.AT., pp. 183 and 184), but he is

